Create a Bootable ESXi Installer USB Flash Drive

For servers without CD drive or remote KVM you might want to use an USB Flash Drive to install ESXi to
the hardware. This post explains how to create a bootable ESXi Installer USB Flash Drive in less than 2

minutes. The Flash Drive will work totally identical to an Installable CD.
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1. Download Rufus
2. Download or create an ESXi image:

o ESXi6.5
o [ESXi6.0
o ESXi5.5
3. Connect the USB flash drive to your computer

Open Rufus
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rufus-1.4.12.exe

5. Select your Device

6. Select your ISO file
Quick format

Create a bootable disk using |IS0 Image - ||| .k

Create extended label and icon files

7. Select MBR partition scheme for BIOS or UEFI computers
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8. Press Start

-

Device

| NO_LABEL (E:) [4GE]

Partition scheme and target system type

[MBF‘. partition scheme for BIOS or UEFI computers

File system
|FaT32

Cluster size

| 4096 bytes (Default)

Mew vaolume label
ESXI-5.5.0-20141204001-5TANDARD

Format Options [57]

[P Check device for bad blodks

Quick format
Create a bootable disk using [ISD Image *] [ xé ]
Create extended label and icon files

|

Using I50: ESXi-5.5.0-20141204001.is0

9. Select Yes when it asks to replace menu.c32.

Replace menu.c32 ._ o |

This IS0 image seems to use an cbsolete version of 'menu.c32',
Boot menus may not display properly because of this,

A newer version can be downloaded by Rufus to fix this issue:

- Choose 'Yes' to connect to the internet and download the file
- Choose 'Me' to leave the existing IS0 file unmodified

If you don't know what to do, you should select "Yes',

Mote: The new file will be downloaded in the current directory and ence
a 'menu.c32’ exists there, it will be reused automatically.




10. Rufus will now create your bootable ESXi Installer USB Flash Drive. This will take about one
minute.

Additional Hint

When you boot a server with this USB Flash Drive the ESXi Installer will copy the whole installer to the
memory which means that you can install ESXi to the device where you are installing from. Just select it
during the installation. This also works for diskless ESXi hosts where you want to install ESXi to an SD
Card.
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